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July 8,1999 

Via Facsimile 

Thomas J. h d e r s e n ,  Esq,. 
Office of the General Counsel 
Federal Election Coznmir;sion 
999 E Street, WW - 6th Floor 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: MerpI4763 

Dear Mr. andasen: 

8 0 0 2  

We are wrihg on behalf ofthe Texas Pia'@ to paovjde addilkma1 infomtion in 
response to your May 27, 1999 letter. With regard to the first series of questions (1 
through Is), we have already forwarded to p60u a list ~f~~nt .~ ib~t i t ion~  received and made 
by the Texas Democratic Party. You subsequently spoke w6@ Mac E h  regaxding the 
outstanding issues raked by the Texas Democratic Party in our mmorandum ta you 
dated June 25, 1999. You indicated that the Codss ion  was w3lbg to agree to the: 
changes made by the T e w  Dmocratk Party. 

of the contributions consisted of joint h&aiSiSy proceeds. 

Party &amfmed certain sums ro v a r i ~ ~ ~  cuunfy parties. For the most part, the 
idonnation avdable to &re T m s  Democratic Party with respect to these &ansfas is the 
same bfomation avaihbIe to the Commission. For the rnajoiity of these t~msf'ers, the 
ody informaton that the Texas Democratic Faty bas are the check copies and 
accompanying documents that ]have been produced to YOU. Thus, for example, you ask 
whether the $20,000 transfer &om the Texas Dmocrabic Party to the Tanant County 
Democratic Party on September 20, 1994 was done pursuant to the check requested dated 
September 19 (Bates number TDPUSOl). ?'he Texas Dmomagc Patty  can only draw &he 

same inferences that you do - which is that &e $20,000 check probably w a  the result of 
that check request form. 

With regard to question number 5, the Tern Democratic Party is unaware that my 

Your next series of questions (6 through 13) relate to why the Texas Democratic 
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With regard to question 
director. 

[Q, Harold Cook was the 1994 coordiinated campaign 

In question 9(b) you ask about the meaning of "birthday distribution." To the best 
of the Texas Democratic Party's knowledge, the birthday CSisQibution related to ap1 
agreement between the DNC and the local county party committees regarding a sateUte 
broadcast event held in conjunction with the President's birthday. It is the undasriandbg 
ofthe Texas Democratic Party that fimh rased in connection with this event were raised 
for the DNC. The DNC then distributed some portion of these fhds  to the local county 
committees via the state party, The state ]pa@ was not a participant in this fundhaising 
effort. 

In question 12, you a& about the Party's sustaining me~&m diisbibution This 
disbursement was made &om the federal accownt in error. On occasioq members ofthe 
State Democratic Executive Committee have discussed the possibility of slaaring 
contributions raised tbrough a "membership" program. However, t h s  program would 
only Rave related to nonfederal funds, and !such disbursemeaa wodd have been made 
fiom the nonfedaal account. 

h your next series of questions (14 through 15), you ask ab0ut &e rules ofthe 
Tmas Democratic Party (which have been provided to you) plnd applicable state law. The 
Texas Democratic Party i s  not in a position to characterize or eo interpret state law. We 
believe that the Commission would be better served to make its a m  judgments and 
inteipretations ofthose provjdorns. There€(9re9 we do nor believe that further ~sponst: to 
these questions is necessary. 

resolution to your investigation. If you have my finther pup;stions, please do not to 
hesitate to call us. 

We hope that this in€ormation is helpful to your analysis and wdl baing a quick 

Ve1y lndy yours, / 

Narc E. Elias 
Counsel to Respondents 


